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“And if it comes back to being all alone
at the starting gate, so be it. We hadn't wanted
this fuss, these extras. We were calm
under an appearance of turmoil, and so we remain
even today, an unwanted inspiration
to those who come immediately after
as well as those who came before, lots of them,
stretching back into times of discussion.”

—John Ashbery, “Episode” from Planisphere 
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“I already had an idea that software should be 
shared, but I wasn’t sure how to think about that. [...] 
After this experience, I started to recognize what the 
issue was, and how big it was.”

—Richard Stallman, Free As in Freedom (2.0), page 9 
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“In 1980, Congress expressly incorporated protection 
for computer programs into the Copyright Act.”

—Intellectual Property in the New Technological Age, page 433 



“The first questions about copyright for computer 
programs involved the simplest form of copyright 
infringement […] the disputed issue in these early 
cases was whether computer programs could be 
protected by copyright at all. The first major case 
confronting this issue involved Apple Computer.”

—Software & Internet Law, page 33 



equal & opposite 
reaction



analogy



First Age of Software

subsonic

Based on "Transonico" by Ignacio Icke, licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported.

leading edge



First Age of Software

subsonic

leading edge

Based on "Transonico" by Ignacio Icke, licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported.



Middle Age of Software

Mach One

leading edge

Based on "Transonico" by Ignacio Icke, licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported.



Middle Age of Software

Mach One

leading edge

Based on "Transonico" by Ignacio Icke, licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported.



technological
progress



proprietary
==

barrier



software 
freedom



ethics



what's right?



what rights?



human rights



human freedom



capability 
approach



material
environment



free society



necessary
&

sufficient



“I hesitate to exaggerate the importance of this little 
puddle of freedom, because the more well-known and 
conventional areas of working for freedom and a 
better society are tremendously important.”

—Richard Stallman, Free As in Freedom (2.0), page 73 
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“I'd never have let you fail, darling.”

—Richard Stallman, Made for You 
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“I told you so, we can handle it, hand on
the stick shift headed into the billboard
labeled Tomorrow, the adventures of new music,
melismas shrouding the past and the passing days.”

—John Ashbery, “Episode” from Planisphere 
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